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Preface
WILLIAM DESMOND & DENNIS VANDEN AUWEELE
The present volume of essays came to be under unusual
circumstances. The general idea was to collect a number of narratives
on how relatively young academics deal with the experience of being
displaced by the confrontation with differing ideologies in a new place
of residence. Concretely, this meant that eight young academics
would reflect on their relocation to KU Leuven, often from a place that
they call home that was of a different religious or ideological mindset.
In most cases, Leuven proved to be a far more secularized
environment than the one to which these young academics were
accustomed. For most, this proved to be a wonderful occasion for selfreflection and even held the promise for mutual enrichment. But this
did not always happen smoothly, and a variety of cultural shocks
aroused hesitation, incomprehension and, at times, irritation.
In a desire to hang on to the authenticity of these experiences, we
have chosen for the unusual approach of letting these narratives
unfold themselves. Authors were not asked to reflect sine ira et studio
– they remain self-consciously aware of being a philosopher, as well
as an individual – but they were asked only to keep an open mind of
intellectual integrity. Needless to say, this means that not all
contributors – as well as the editors – subscribe to every word of
caution, value judgment or normative suggestion that is made
throughout this volume. Some of the contributions naturally evolved
into highly personal reflections on passing through secularization,
doubt and (new) faith; others moved more smoothly into
philosophical reflection, at times assisted by some of the great
philosophers of our age and the past. We hope that these reflections
open up perspectives and that readers find themselves enriched (and
perhaps strengthened) by their content.
One final, more personal note. Originally, this volume was
planned as having one more contribution by a good friend and fine
scholar, Peter Losonczi. Alas, Peter passed away before attending to
his contribution, and he is dearly missed. The editors and contributors
would like to dedicate this volume to Peter and his family. Pie Jesu
Domine, dona eis requiem. Farewell Peter, wherever you may roam,
know that you are missed.

